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Uptown & Downtown to see new growth in coming years

(Above) An aerial image of the Downtown and Uptown areas of Indian Trail. New development planned will transform the area in coming years.

R

esidents and visitors alike will soon see an evolution of Indian Trail’s historic Uptown, as Town projects and proposed
developments are set to create a new future for the area where our
town began.
Indian Trail engineers are currently hard at work on designs for
the new Indian Trail Uptown Complete Street. The project will transform Waxhaw-Indian Trail Road in the Uptown area by creating a
safer roadway with new on-street parking options, walkability improvements and architectural landscape/hardscape additions. The
changes will make it easier for visitors looking to shop or dine at
Uptown businesses while encouraging future smart growth in the

corridor between Shady Bluff Drive and Gribble Road.
“This project will go a long way toward supporting our Uptown
businesses while helping to attract new options for our residents to
enjoy,” Indian Trail Town Manager Patrick Sadek said. “As we see
more new developments set their sights on making Indian Trail their
new home, we will be proactive in making sure that visiting Uptown
is a pleasant experience for all.”
The Town is currently in the process of selling its old Town Hall
site at the corner of Indian Trail Road and Navajo Trail. A new reSee “Revitalization” on page 2

Town Council members set sights on 2019 after successful, positive 2018

A

s 2018 comes to an end, the Indian Trail
Town Council has a year of accomplishments to reflect on and a clear mission moving
forward into 2019.
From keeping taxes at one of the lowest
rates in the state to returning a strong focus on
sustainable, smart growth, Council members
have been pleased with the new direction of the
Town’s efforts toward keeping Indian Trail as
one of the most beloved places to live in the
Charlotte region. And being able to work together and place residents’ needs at the center of
all they do has had a huge impact on all they’ve
been able to accomplish this year.
This year has seen the Town Council move
forward on a number of key infrastructure and
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quality of life projects for residents. That includes beginning construction on the Indian
Trail Veterans Memorial Gardens, pushing
state representatives to consider Indian Trail
residents’ needs on Old Monroe Road and
U.S. 74 construction, finishing additions of
an all-inclusive playground and splashpad
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to Crooked Creek Park, and working closer
with area developers to ensure that smart
growth is at the forefront of all their projects.
Council has begun a new Development
Workshop process to meet with those wishSee “Council” on page 4

(Above) An aerial image of the Downtown and Uptown areas. The new home of the Indian Trail bureau of the Union County Sheriff’s Office is beside Crossing Paths Park.
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tail and residential experience is
anticipated to be constructed on
that lot, as offers to purchase the
land have already been submitted
to the Town.
An additional mixed-use project will soon begin across Indian
Trail Road from the former Cultural Arts Center, where visitors to
Uptown will be able to find retail
options, conference room space,

living options and much more. The
47-acre project, being constructed
by Ty-Par Realty, is expected to
include dining selections as well.
More information on that project
will become known as it moves
forward in the coming months.
Changes also are coming to
the Indian Trail Downtown area,
located around the Indian Trail
Town Hall and Chestnut Square
Park, as multiple projects are
pending for lots surrounding the
park and Carolina Courts. De-

velopers have proposed a new
Olympic-sized swimming pool
facility, which would be located
on Chestnut Parkway. Also proposed for the area is a new apartment neighborhood and upscale
hotel project, which would be
located between U.S. 74 and the
multi-purpose field at Chestnut
Square Park.
Projects such as a pickleball
facility and more also have been
proposed for the area, while the
Chestnut Parkway will be extended in the coming years to connect
Old Monroe Road to U.S. 74.
“Residents will see a number
of changes around the area in the
coming years,” Sadek, the town
manager, said. “With our park,
Carolina Courts and some of the

other projects such as the Olympicstyle swimming facility that will be
coming soon, our Downtown will
continue to boast of having one of
the finest sports complexes in the
Charlotte region.”
The Indian Trail Public Works
team has recently completed a
new Downtown-Uptown lighted
greenway trail between the two
areas, improving connectivity
for walkers and bicyclists. The
path is located behind new Town
Hall, and connects with the new
Indian Trail headquarters of the
Union County Sheriff’s Office
and Crossing Paths Park.
Stay tuned to www.indiantrail.
org for updates on these projects
and more coming to the Uptown
and Downtown areas.

Updates to UDO, LDR under way

Box City heads back to school
T

he Indian Trail Planning
Department staff returned
to local schools in November to
talk to them about the importance of planning when it comes
to development and land use.
The Box City program works
with area second- and thirdgraders to create miniature cities – complete with restaurants,
neighborhoods, schools, streets
and more. The effort shows students the importance of determining what types of land uses
should be situated near one another and what impact planning

and zoning have on their everyday lives.
“We love the opportunity to
get out in the schools and talk
with the kids about what we do,”
Indian Trail Planning Director
Rox Burhans said. “We’re always amazed by the great questions and creative ideas we hear
every year from our students.
We learn almost as much as they
do.”
This year’s program visited
Shiloh, Hemby Bridge, Sardis and Sun Valley elementary
schools.

An update to the Indian Trail Unified Development Ordinance and
Land Development Regulations is currently under way.
The UDO serves as the document establishing the location of uses
(i.e. residential, commercial & neighborhoods) and requirements associated with new development (i.e. parking, signage, landscaping, architectural standards, etc.). The (LDR) manual establishes standards for the
construction of community infrastructure such as roads, sidewalks, trails,
stormwater management systems, and other infrastructure.
Homeowners regularly refer to the UDO when contemplating improvements to their properties such as making additions or adding accessory
structures like swimming pools and sheds. Business owners utilize the
UDO when contemplating expansions, adding signage, and making other
improvements. Developers of new subdivisions and commercial sites
must build their infrastructure to the standards set by the LDR manual.
This project serves as a 10-year strategic update to these important
documents. Updates to the UDO will take into account changes in State
law, court rulings, improvements to ensure best management practices are
utilized, and formatting improvements to make the document more userfriendly. Updates to the LDR manual will ensure infrastructure is being
constructed to current industry standards and is in compliance with Federal and State requirements. Formatting improvements will also be made
to ensure the LDR manual is user-friendly. Visit www.indiantrail.org for
more information, or email Rox Burhans at RHB@indiantrail.org.
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washing your car in the street:

10 things to help prevent Stormwater pollution
1.

Keep grass and yard
waste out of the street:
Know the Town’s trash collection schedule. Only place leaves
and yard debris out at the designated time and know the collection
requirements (ex. bagging, placement, etc.). Keep loose leaves and
yard debris out of the street so that
they don’t get washed or blown
into the storm drain, which will
cause flooding.

2.

Use non-toxic and lesstoxic alternatives to pesticides:
Be sure to follow the directions

And some Recycling tips
to remember…
Did you know that 1 ton of recycled paper can save 7,000 gallons
of water, or that 1 ton of recycled
aluminum cans can save 1,234 gal-

5.

Throw your trash in the
while applying pesticides. Measure
garbage:
the area of your lawn to be fertilized to determine how much to use
Litter will make its way into our
and calibrate or adjust spreader setrivers
through the stormdrain systings to match the recommended
tem.
In
addition to being unsightly,
rate for fertilizers.
trash can harbor bacteria biofilms
Scoop, bag and trash dog that encourage the growth of harmful bacteria.
waste:

3.

6.

Throw your cigarette
It’s not a fertilizer. It is raw sewbutts
away:
age that releases bacteria and nitrogen into our waterways. When pet
This really should be included
waste is left on the ground, it gets
with
number 5, but some peowashed into the storm drain and
ple
don’t
seem to have second
into our waterways.
thoughts about throwing butts on
Use a car wash instead of the ground. They are gross and
contribute to the toxicity of the
river. Put your butt away, no one
likes it.

4.

Holiday recycling tips to remember

Christmas is coming. And for
our solid waste collection company, that means cardboard boxes,
Christmas trees and tons and tons
of wrapping paper is coming with
it.
As the season approaches,
please do not forget that all boxes
must be flattened and placed fully
inside the recycling cart to be
picked up. Crews will not collect
boxes stacked on the curb or placed
up against the side of the cart.
As for Christmas trees, crews
will start collecting them in January on recycling days. Trees must
be cleaned of all ornaments and
tinsel and then placed at the curb as
you would for yard waste for them
to be collected.

We all like our fly rides, but
the soap you are washing your car
with is probably contributing to the
phosphorus pollution we are seeing in our streams. Take your car
to a car wash which has to collect
and clean the wash water before
discharging it. If only you can give
your car that sweet chamois rub
down, wash your car on your lawn
to keep that water from the gutter.

lons of gasoline? How about how
1 ton of recycled glass can save 5
gallons of oil? And you’ve got a
recycling cart right there, ready to
be filled up!
Please remember to put your recycling cart to good use. The Town
provides bi-weekly recycling service to our residents so we all can
help make an impact on keeping
our planet clean and healthy. A list
of items that can and cannot be
recycled is available at the Solid
Waste Services page of our website. Any questions can be directed
to Town Hall at 704-821-5401.
Meanwhile, don’t forget that the
next round of Bulk and e-Waste
collection is coming up in February. Collection will take place from
Feb. 4-8 for those on the Orange
recycling schedule, and Feb. 11-15
for those on the Green recycling
schedule. Bulk collection will take
place on your normal recycling day
during those weeks.

7. Fix your clunker car:

Oil drips onto the road will
wash into the river during the next
storm. If you have a puddle underneath your parking spot, it’s time
to take your car in for a repair. Your
car and the fish will thank you.

8. Consider a rain barrel:
I know it doesn’t rain very often
here, but capturing and reusing that
rainwater means less of it can carry
pollutants to the river. Your garden
will be thankful for that sweet
chlorine-free water.

9.

Direct your downspouts
back onto your garden:
If rain barrels are not your
thing, at least direct the downspout
water away from your impervious
driveway and back onto your garden. Your plants and the soil will
filter that water on its way to the
river.

10.

Sweep your sidewalks
and driveways clean:
Don’t use a hose to wash your
sidewalks and driveways. This
wastes water and sends non rainwater into the stormdrains. Does
your driveway really need a late
summer bath?

Sheriff’s Office has new home

The Indian Trail headquarters
of the Union County Sheriff’s Office has a new home.
The bureau, which had been
located on Navajo Trail, is now
operating out of the former Town
Hall, at 120 Blythe Drive, beside
Crossing Paths Park. The move
provides the Sheriff’s Office more
space for offices and storage,
while keeping the agency located

in the heart of Indian Trail.
“We are very happy about the
great relationship we have with
Capt. Coble and his team with the
Union County Sheriff’s Office,”
Indian Trail Town Manager Patrick Sadek said. “Being able to
provide them with this new space,
and keep them just a short walk
away from Town Hall, is great for
everyone in Indian Trail.”

Don’t Forget Parking Ordinance
Have you heard about Indian Trail’s Parking Ordinance? It was
put in place to ensure our neighborhood streets stay safe, and to
make sure emergency vehicles can pass without issue.
While the full ordinance can be found at our website, please remember these key points: Parking on sidewalks is not allowed. You
also are not allowed to park on the street within a cul-de-sac. And
please do not park on streets when there is less than 16 feet in width
of clear space on the street. Doing any of these things can result in
a citation.
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PO Box 2430
Indian Trail, NC 28079
www.indiantrail.org

The deadline for paying your taxes is quickly approaching, so
make sure you get in under the wire by taking advantage of one
of the many ways you can pay. Taxes can be paid online at www.
indiantrail.org, by visiting our office at 315 Matthews-Indian
Trail Road, or by mail to the Indian Trail Tax Office at PO Box
2430, Indian Trail, NC, 28079. Taxes paid after Jan. 7, 2019, are
considered delinquent and will be assessed a 2 percent penalty.

~ Council from page 1
ing to bring new developments to Indian Trail to ensure the process
goes smoothly and all potential resident concerns are taken into account from the very beginning of the project. Council members also
have begun working much more closely with Town boards and committees to keep up to date on what those volunteer groups are working on and focus on ways to help those committees and the residents
they serve.
That focus will continue into 2019, as the Town Council will be
looking at the revitalization of Indian Trail’s Downtown and Uptown areas, as well as the next phase of Crooked Creek Park, upcoming road projects and improving economic development across
Indian Trail, in addition to many other projects. Council members
are always interested in receiving input from residents on things they
would like to see done in Indian Trail, and all of their contact information is available below.
• Michael Alvarez, Mayor 		
• David Cohn, Mayor Pro Tempore
• Mike Head, Council Member
• Shirley Howe, Council Member
• Marcus McIntyre, Council Member
• Jerry Morse, Council Member

malvarez@indiantrail.org
dcohn@indiantrail.org
mhead@indiantrail.org
showe@indiantrail.org
mmcintyre@indiantrail.org
jmorse@indiantrail.org

IT Administrative Services: 704-821-5401
Union County Sewer and Water Services: 704-296-4210
Union County Public Schools: 704-296-9898
Union County Sheriff’s Office (IT Division): 704-684-6380
Hemby Bridge Fire Department: 704-882-2100
Baker’s Fire Department: 704-289-2741
Stallings Fire Department: 704-821-7100
All meetings are held in the Indian Trail Town Hall
(315 Matthews-Indian Trail Road) unless otherwise noted.
• Town Council - 2nd & 4th Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. • Planning Board - 3rd
Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. • Tree Board - 3rd Tuesday, immediately following
the Planning Board meeting • Board of Adjustment - 4th Thursday, 6:30
p.m. • ABC Board - 3rd Thursday, 6:30 p.m. at ABC Store • Parks, Arts,
Recreation & Cultural (PARC) - 1st Wednesday, 6 p.m. • Stormwater 2nd Thursday, 6 p.m.

Indian Trail Veterans Memorial Update
Construction on the Indian Trail Veterans Memorial Garden, which is
being built in front of the new Indian Trail Town Hall, will move forward in the coming weeks as the project moves toward completion.
The Veterans Memorial Garden will include a Memorial Wall where
residents can purchase a plaque honoring a loved one who served in
the armed forces. For more information on making a donation for a
plaque, please call Town Hall at 704-821-5401.
The Memorial, once finished, will include educational materials for
student field trips, seating areas, a POW/MIA monument and more.

STOP! Don’t burn that yard waste!

Please remember, as you work
to get your yard cleaned up from
all those falling leaves, that the
burning of yard waste such as
leaves, tree branches or yard
trimmings is prohibited in Indian
Trail.
The Town of Indian Trail
collects all types of yard waste,
however much of this material
can be managed at home and
beneficially reused. Utilization
of mulching mowers for grass
clippings and compost piles for
leaves will yield healthier lawns,
shrubs and gardens. If you do

not wish to manage your own
yard waste, the Town will collect the material every other
week on your regular collection day. Brush and other trimmings should be stacked neatly
next to the curb and should not
obstruct the sidewalk or block
storm drains. Branches and shrub
trimmings should not exceed 4
feet in length and should be less
than 2 inches in diameter. Leaves
should be placed in clear plastic or brown paper biodegradable bags weighing less than 35
pounds each.
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